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October 8, 2013

The Honorable Eric H. Holder, Jr.
Attorney General

U.S. Department of Justice

950 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW
Washington, D.C. 20530

Dear Attorney General Holder:

I understand that you are in receipt of my letter dated September 6, 2013, regarding the
Department of Justice’s interpretation of Section 215 of the Patriot Act. It is my hope that your agency is
working expeditiously to answer the questions I raised in the letter, as I initially requested a written
response by September 30, 2013.

The collection of a wide array of data on innocent Americans has led to serious questions about
how government will use — or misuse — such information. As I stated in my previous correspondence,
the justification the administration uses for bulk collection under Section 215, could potentially support
the bulk collection of other categories of records, such has financial transactions or records of firearms
sales.

These concerns should not be ignored. I respectfully request again that you provide answers to
the following questions:

1. Does the Department of Justice (Department) believe Section 215 of the Patriot Act authorizes it
to collect all records of commercial transaction between Americans?
Does the Department believe that it has the authority to bulk collect all records of firearms sales?

3. Does the Department believe that Section 215 allows the administration to assemble a database of
gun owners?
Is the administration collecting records in bulk other than phone records?

5. If the Department does not believe it has the authority to collect records of commercial
transactions in bulk, how does the Department distinguish phone records from commercial
transactions? -

Thank you for your prompt g On to this matter, and [ look forward to a reply very soon.

Sincerely,

F. Jam®t
Member &

genbrenner
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