Congressman Jim Sensenbrenner

News From Congress

Number 179 — April 2009

i’ | *he Spendathon in Washington has gone on. And on.
And on.

We're borrowing too much. We're spending too much.
And we're taxing too much. And we’ll be paying the price
for the $700 billion financial bailout, $787 billion stimulus
package, the $410 billion omnibus bill (which included
approximately 9,000 earmarks) and President Obama’s
$3.6 trillion budget proposal for a long time. As if this
wasn’t already enough wasteful government spending,
while the ink from the first stimulus package is barely dry,
there is already talk of a second stimulus!

Legislation Cost

Economic Stimulus Check $75,000,000,000.00
Troubled Asset Relief Program (TARP) $700,000,000,000.00
The President’s
Stimulus Package $787,000,000,000.00
Omnibus Spending Bill $410,000,000,000.00
The President’s “Cap and Tax” $646,000,000,000.00
The President’s Proposed $634,000,000,000.00
Health Care Tax
Total: $3,252,000,000,000.00
*Total Cost to Taxpayers:
Three Trillion, Two Hundred and Fifty-Two Billion Dollars*

The actions of the President and Congress are having
negative consequences on Americans — and those living in

Wisconsin’s Fifth District are not immune.

Every week at Town Hall Meetings and Office Hours, I hear
directly from residents about their personal struggles. How
they can no longer afford to retire... how they were part of
their companies “downsizing”... how they struggle to
afford another semester of tuition for their child... and
how they are stretching their budget to put food on the
table. These are very real problems. Yet, so much of the

government’s solution is just waste.

In the omnibus bill the President signed into law on March
11th, nearly 8 billion dollars went toward earmarks — the
pet projects of Members — such as $1 million for crickets
in Utah or $206,000 for wool research. Some argue that
earmarks are not even two percent of the total spending;
however, in a time when people are really hurting, and our
national deficit has hit a record high, pet projects shouldn’t
even be considered. If these programs are really so
beneficial, they should be able to stand alone on their
merits, rather than be tucked into a 1,000+ page bill that
no Member had an opportunity to review.

We need to stop throwing money at a problem in hopes
that it might make a difference. By offering more handouts
and entitlements, we are not providing a practical solution,
nor are we letting the free market resolve itself. We are
enabling the problem. As numerous programs are now
receiving more funding, it’s only natural that they are going
to want to maintain that level of funding. So where does
the cycle end? The government should be setting an
example of not spending or borrowing beyond our means —
not leading the charge.

Throughout my tenure in Congress I have been against
wasteful spending. While I fully understand that some
earmarks can be of great benefit to a state, I have no
intention of putting forth any earmarks while so many
businesses and people are struggling.

I will continue working on behalf of the people of the Fifth
District. You can count on me to continue holding the
Obama Administration and Members of Congress’ feet to
the fire and asking the tough questions — even when they
may not want to answer them. We must ensure they are
being held accountable for how they tax your money, and
that they spend that money in a wise, effective and
transparent way.

By working together and being diligent in our spending,

we can overcome this economic situation and prosper.



2009 Questionnaire

The 111th Congress is involved with many issues vital to you, your family, and the nation. Please take a few minutes to complete
this year's questionnaire. All questions have a YES or NO answer unless otherwise indicated. Please mark your answer by placing an
"X" in the space provided. In some cases, a YES or NO answer may seem oversimplified, but | am often left with that same choice
when voting on complex legislation on the House floor. Please let me know what matters to you. Fill out the response card, and
mail it to my Washington office by May 15. Thank you for your time.

(1) What should the role of the federal government be
in response to the ailing economy? (Choose one)
a) Bail out failing institutions, investors, and
homeowners /Bail out all in need

b) Increase taxes on the wealthy/Create more
government programs

¢) Do nothing. Let the market fix itself/Let the
free market run its course

d) Cut taxes to stimulate economic growth and
reduce federal spending

(2) Whatis the biggest problem facing the U.S. today?
(Choose one)
a) Economic instability
b) Government spending / taxes
¢) Domestic terrorism
d) Global warming
e) lllegal immigration
f) Affordable healthcare
g) Other

(3) President Obama has proposed a Cap and Trade
program to limit greenhouse gas emissions. In
short, companies that do not use all of their
emissions could sell a credit to those companies
that could not reduce their emissions as easily,
with the cap ensuring no one exceeds a set
amount. Do you support a Cap and Trade program
that could reduce emissions, but would likely
double gas and electric bills?

a)Yes  b)No ) Other

(4) Should Congress pursue efforts to expand
domestic offshore production of oil and gas?
a) Yes b) No

(5) Should Congressional spending earmarks
be banned?
a) Yes b) No
(6) Whatis the best way for more individuals to get
health insurance coverage? (Choose one)
a) Require everyone to have health insurance,
with the government providing tax credits to
those who can't afford it

b) Require employers to cover all employees

¢) Establish a government run, national health
insurance program

d) Increase price and transparency and promote
free-market principles like health savings
accounts

e) Other

(7) Do you support government efforts to subsidize
homeowners who cannot afford to make their
mortgage payments?

a) Yes b) No

(8) What's the most immediate economic concern you
face? (Choose one)
a) Lack of job security
b) Decline in value of retirement accounts

¢) Decline in home value
d) Decline in stock market accounts

e) Other

(9) Do you think the stimulus package will work?
a) Yes b) No

(10) The largest federal entitlement programs of
Social Security, Medicare, and Medicaid are vital
to seniors and the poor, but they are also
unsustainable in their current forms. In order to
address the situation, which of the following do
you support:

(Choose one)

a) Increase payroll and/or other taxes

b) Reduce wasteful spending on other
programs

¢ Raise the retirement age

d) Allow younger workers the choice to invest
a portion of their Social Security taxes in
personal accounts

e) Other

(11) The stimulus package included $142 billion for
schools, nearly double the total outlays of the U.S.
Department of Education, including $88.6 million
for Milwaukee Public Schools. Do you think this
money will:

a) Improve student achievement
b) Make no difference in student performance

(12) What county do you live in?
a) Jefferson County
b) Milwaukee County
¢) Ozaukee County
d) Washington County
e) Waukesha County

(13) Are you interested in receiving news updates from
Congressman Sensenbrenner via email?
a) Yes b) No

HOW CAN | HELP?




QUESTIONNAIRE RESPONSE CARD

Respondent #1 Respondent #2
1. Qa Qb Qc¢ Qd 1. Qa b Qc¢ 0Qd
2. QOa Qb Qc QOd Qe Qf Qg 2. Qa Qb Qc Qd Qe Qf Qg
3. OYes ONo Qc 3. QYes ONo Qc
4, QdYes WNo 4, QdYes QNo
5. QYes UWNo 5. QYes UWNo
6. da db dc OUd Qe 6. Qa Qb Q¢ Qd Qe
7. QYes O No 7. dYes O No
8. Qa Qb Qc Od Qe 8. Qa db Qc Od Qe
9. QYes QNo 9. QYes QNo
10. Qa Qb Qc¢ Qd Qe 10. Qa Qb Qc 0QOd Qe
11. Qa Qb 11. Qa ab
12. Qa db dc OUd Qe 12. Qa Qb Q¢ Qd Qe
13. QYes O No email 13. QYes O No email

Town Hall Meetings

Saturday, April 4th Sunday, June 28th Monday, July 6th
9:00am — Oconomowoc City Hall 7:00pm — West Bend City Hall 7:00pm — Wauwatosa Public Library
1:00pm — Germantown Village Hall Monday, June 29th Sunday, July 12th
Sunday, April 5th 7:00pm — Cedarburg Police Department 7:00pm — Pewaukee City Hall
7:00pm — Whitefish Bay Village Hall Tuesday, June 30th Sunday, July 19th
Tuesday, April 7th 7:00pm — Thiensville Village Hall 7:00pm — Delafield Town Hall
7:00pm — Port Washington Police Department

P : P Wednesday, July Ist Sunday, July 26th

Wednesday, April 8th

7:00pm — Mequon Public Safety Building

7:00pm — Menomonee Falls Village Hall

7:00pm — Grafton Village Hall

Saturday, April 25th
9:00am — West Allis Public Library
1:00pm — Elm Grove Village Hall

Sunday, April 26th
1:00pm — Brown Deer Village Hall

Sunday, May 3rd
7:00pm — Brookfield Public Safety
Building

Saturday, May 16th
9:00am — Hartford City Hall
1:00pm — Waukesha City Hall

Sunday, May 17th
7:00pm — New Berlin City Hall

Sunday, June 7th
7:00pm — Slinger Village Hall

Sunday, June 14th
7:00pm — Hartland Village Hall

Congressman Sensenbrenner talks with constituents about the economy, job loss, health care, and other issues on the
minds of residents in the Fifth District at a Town Hall Meeting on Saturday, March 7th at the West Allis Public Library.

CONTACT INFORMATION

To write about issues or request To get help with federal el Rt A 3

publications, contact me at: agencies, contact me at: ol L
2449 Rayburn Building, Washington, DC 20515-4905 120 Bishops Way, #154, Brookfield, Wl 53005-6294 11 :
TEL: (202) 225-5101 TEL: (262) 784-1111 3
Outside Metro Calling Area: (800) 242-1119 _.-.

E-Mail: http://sensenbrenner.house.gov/contactform Website: http://sensenbrenner.house.gov
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WASHINGTON, DC 20515-4905
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Please join me....

I host many Town Hall Meetings and Office Hours throughout the year to give you the chance to share your views on the issues Congress is dealing
with or to help you with problems you may be experiencing with a federal agency. This newsletter includes my schedule of meetings for the next few
months. Iinvite you to attend one or more of these meetings to share what’s on your mind, or just say hello and introduce yourself. If you need any
special accommodations to attend, please contact my district office at (262) 784-1111.

Office Hours

Monday, Apl‘il 6th 1:30pm .......... Newburg Village Hall 2:00pm .......... Nashotah Village Hall
) ) 2:30pm .......... Fredonia Village Hall 2:45pm .......... Merton Town Hall
8:30am .......... Lannon Village Hall p ) ] & p -
9-45am . Butler Village Hall 3:30pm .......... Belgium Village Hall 3:30pm .......... Merton Village Hall
11:00am ........ River Hills Village Hall .
1:00pm .......... Fox Point Village Hall ;g:)ursday, ﬁpnl \?ﬁh Hall ’llgllonSday’ leg; 30;h Hall
2:00pm .......... Bayside Village Hall 9:303m .......... Merton Tl ageH 1311 10:4521m AAAAAAAA k1sor1v}(1)1wn Ha L
3:15pm .......... Saukville Village Hall 3 am ... erton Town Ha : am ... Jackson Village Ha
10:30am ........ Nashotah Village Hall 12:45pm ........ Sussex Village Hall
Tuesday, Apl.‘il 7th 12:45pm ........ Genesee Town Hall 1:30pm .......... Lannon Village Hall
) ) 1:45pm ... Dousman Village Hall 2:30pm .......... Butler Village Hall
9:00 p 8 P 8
:00am .......... Sussex Village Hall .
i . 3:00pm .......... Palmyra Village Hall
10:15am ........ Wales Village Hall Wednesday, July 1
12:45pm ........ Sullivan Village Hall Mond 20th Y, ] y ]
1:45pm ... Helenville Fire Hall onday, June 10:00am ........ Bayside Village Hall
8:30am .......... Helenville Fire Hall 10:45am ........ Fox Point Village Hall
Wednesday’ Apl‘il 8th 9:15am .......... Sullivan Vﬂlage Hall 11:30am ........ River Hﬂls Yillage Hall
9:00 ) 10:00am ........ Palmyra Village Hall 12:30pm ........ Saukville Village Hall
:00am .......... Jackson Village Hall : ) . ) i
10:00 . 11:00am ........ Dousman Village Hall 2:15pm ......... Belgium Village Hall
:00am ........ Addison Town Hall o
111 . 11:45am ........ Genesee Town Hall 3:00pm .......... Fredonia Village Hall
15am ... Kewaskum Village Hall ) )
12:30pm ........ Wales Village Hall 3:45pm .......... Newburg Village Hall

U.S. HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20515-4905 &‘—J
MC

PUBLIC DOCUMENT

OFFICIAL BUSINESS
This mailing was prepared, published
and mailed at taxpayer expense.

It is provided as a service to 5th
Congressional District constituents.
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